GARDENA BUDDHIST CHURCH

1517 W. 166th Street, Gardena, CA 90247
Phone:310-327-9400 FAX: 310-327-4660
E-Mail: info@gardenabuddhistchurch.org
Rev. John Iwohara

The title of this article is
something that | wrote on
my facebook page not too
long ago. The full quote
is, “Do good, help each
other, save the world. If
only it was as simple as
writing a facebook post...
or, maybe it can be.”

This might be a corollary to, “All | really need

to know | learned in Kindergarten,” which may
be a corollary to, “Hatred is never overcome by
hatred. Hatred ceases through non-hatred. This
is an eternal law.” This last quote can be found
in the Dhammapada, which is a collection of
quotes made by Sakyamuni Buddha.

Rev. John Iwohara

The Kindergarten quote is by Robert Fulghum
and was written in 1990. It appeared in the book
by the same title. The theme of the book, | think,
can be expressed as, “We already know what
we need to do. We did these things as children.
Let's remember these rules we all learned and
continue to do them as adults.”

Although | have to admit that | am biased, |
find the Buddha quote to be quite profound. It
is, | think, a statement that acknowledges that
The Truth is not a property to be owned and
held, and therefore does not need protection
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“Do good, help each other, save the world” 'V

from “outsiders.” Because of this there are no
“outsiders.”Instead, the truth is something that
we all share. In fact, it is something that needs
to be shared. When we are able to share, to the
degree that we can, we will discover that we are
all able to benefit from this sharing.

Unfortunately, we are not as wise as a Buddha.
We can become possessive and protective of
something that is meant for everyone. Whereas
it may be true that Sakyamuni Buddha did

utter the words, “Hatred is never overcome by
hatred. Hatred ceases through non-hatred. This
is an eternal law,” what makes this statement
so powerful is that it can speak to anyone
regardless of what credo or religious faith a
person may claim to have. The Buddha was
speaking to everyone, and not just to their
disciples. If the Buddha did not make this
statement directly, the Buddha probably would
have simply agreed. After all, the Buddha has
already stated that what is being revealed

is something “old.” The truth is meant for
everyone, regardless of when. Circumstances
also do not impinge on this. For example, it is
not necessary to have experienced kindergarten
in order for these words to have meaning. You
definitely do not need to have a facebook page.

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 2)

On the other hand, it is helpful to be reminded
that for those of us who have attended and
gone (way) past kindergarten that we have
experienced, first hand, what non-hatred can
look like. We knew this as children. We know
that we can help create an environment that
fosters the creation of friendships. Although
my facebook post doesn't really add anything
to the discussion, | wanted to make the
statement to remind myself that just because
an act may seem insignificant, that it does
not necessarily mean it is insignificant. | also
posted it to encourage not just myself, but

So, why not try?

(*1)  This article was inspired by the students
and staff of the recently concluded

Wisteria Chugakko, 2022 session. Wisteria

Chugakko (Chugakko is Japanese for Middle

others as well. We know that we can do better.

August 2022

School), is the summer middle school program
of the Gardena Buddhist Church. The Wisteria
Chugakko is a multi-cultural, multi-generational
religious, cultural, and scholastic enrichment
summer school program. This article was
inspired especially by the students who attended
the program and who were constantly respectful,
and supportive of each other. This mutual
respect and support, | thought, was shared in

all the laughter and smiles that could be found
throughout the program. Seeing all the smiles
and hearing all the laughter brought a sense of
great hope. This
hope is what |
was trying to
express through,
“Do good, help
each other, save
the world.”

Hui ilanes

Sdekm celebration.

bento.

See you at Obon.

Hope everyone is doing well, and that we will see each other during our Obon

Though individual clubs are not sponsoring booths, we hope to work together with you
and celebrate Obon through volunteer help on Saturday, August 13th and purchasing your Obon

On Sunday the 14th we can continue our celebration at service and Obon odori. As always your
participation, help and support will be greatly appreciated.

We will not have an August club meeting. Our next meeting will be September 11 at 1 pm by zoom
when we will prepare for our elections and accept ballot nominations.

“ahw

Megumi!

The Community Projects Group

The Community Projects Group will be meeting in August on Mondays, August 8
and 22, from 10 am in the Church Meeting Room.

During the pandemic, our members kept busy working on many different i
handmade items. Following the Ohigan service in September, we plan on having "\
a sale — a great opportunity for those wanting to purchase items for themselves
or as gifts for friends and family. Look for further information in the next

e
Qa\\'
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ABA News

The calendar says “August” which means....Obon! This year, there will be a bento with some of our
favorite Obon foods — chirashi, teriyaki chicken, corn and dango. Dust off your kachi kachi and
get out your happi coats — let's dance! It's been two years since we've been able to celebrate in
the street!

ABA is busily planning this year’s Pass It Forward events. Like last year, we're looking at a series
of different activities such as classes and possibly a bingo night. If you'd like more information or
would like to help put it on, contact President Dawn Kita at dawnhmk@gmail.

com.

Our August meeting is scheduled for Sunday, August 21 at 10:30am. This
will be a hybrid meeting; we'll be meeting in-person as well as on ZOOM. @

Stay cool and hydrated!

FUjinkai / BWA Buddhist Women’s Association
Happenings:

<> July 10th - We held our monthly meeting via Zoom and in person. Tea and snacks were
provided by Laurie Sugita & Kathy Hori. Thank you so much.

<> July 20th - PIF planning meeting attended by Kathy Hori
<> July 20th - Hondo Anniversary planning meeting attended by Nancy Yoshiyama
<> July 31st - Coordinating Council Meeting originally planned for 7/24 was postponed.

<> Aug 13-14 - Obon - We will be helping to prepare Obon Obento on Saturday. Rice cooking
will begin at 3:00am. We need help at 5:30 for Chirashi Sushi general assembly and at
7:00am for kitchen clean up. Please bring friends and family to help! Sunday will be the
Obon and Hatsubon services in the morning, and a Taiko demonstration and Obon Odori in
the afternoon. Please invite everyone to join in the services and dancing!

Announcements:

<> August 7th- Monthly BWA meeting will be in the small chapel at 11:15am. As always,
Zoom will be available for those who choose to stay home.

<> August 13th — Obon bento pickup

<> August 14th — Obon taiko demonstration and bon odori
<> August 16th — Meinichiko Service at 7am via Zoom only
<> September 4th — Monthly BWA Meeting

BWA Appreciation:

* Special Donation Shizuko Sakuda
*  Special Donation Dennis Kikuno
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Welcome Boy Scout Troop 242

Our church is now the Charter Organization for Boy Scout Troop 242. Recent developments led
to this boy scout troop seeking a new Charter Organization. They approached us in May/June of
this year and on June 18 the church board accepted their request. The troop comes to us with
approximately 45 boys. With their arrival, the church now sponsors Girl Scout Troop 4345, Cub
Scout Pack 1230 and Boy Scout Troop 242.

The current Scoutmaster for Troop 242 is Brian Terao, Assistant Scoutmaster and Pacifica District
Unit Commissioner is Dane Shigemura, Committee Chair is Tammy Nakanishi and their Charter
Organization representative is Patti Nishimura. Please join the church board, Rev John, Patti
Nishimura and Alan Miwa in welcoming Troop 242 to our church.

Alan Miwa, GBC Chairperson

Boy Scouts Troon 242

“Together We Rise As Eagles”

Troop 242°’s Goal
For all our scouts to become Eagle Scouts

Troop 242’s Objectives
For scouts to have fun
Become proficient in scout skills
Learn to respect and be safe in the outdoors
Strengthen leadership skills
Be community-minded

JR. YBA | BXCEQy T

= Roowms

>

In June, our Jr. YBA made a donation towards the American : "
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) as a part o N\ e
of the Southern District Jr. YBL Endowment Fund! On July 24th, our ’ :
Jr. YBA had a fun end-of-the-year gathering! We went to the Back
in Time Escape Room at the Del Amo Mall and ate dinner together
at the Mitsuwa food court! The Jr. YBA would like to thank the
Gardena Buddhist Church for their support throughout the year!
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Dharma School News

We hope everyone is enjoying their summer break. Dharma School for 2022-2023 will resume
on September 12, 2022. Please join us for service at 9:30 am. We will be celebrating our 40th
Anniversary of our Hondo and welcoming back in person services and classes.

We will have classes for Nursery age through High School. Registration forms will soon be sent
out to our currently enrolled Dharma School students. If you are new and interested in attending
our Dharma School or would like more information, please contact arleenmiya@gmail.com.

Congratulations to

Gail Higashiyama on winning
the lottery prize of a

free church membership for 2023!

.
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Thank you to the anonymous donor for donating the prize,

and thank you to Gail for a thoughtful donation to the church!
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TUESDAY SOCIAL

| hope everyone is enjoying our Tuesday Social summer break. The summer

months have been very hot, so please stay hydrated and healthy. We will re-start
our gathering on August 16, 2022. When you come for the first time to )
our gathering, a proof of vaccination is required, and remember to wear @

your mask at all time while indoors. Hope to see you again on August 16th and every
Tuesdays thereafter. Please take care.

T Sympatty

We extend our deepest sympathies to the families of the following who have left our world
to be One with Amida Buddha. Namo Amida Butsu.

Tagawa, George Satoru (91) January 27, 2021
Suefusa, Ritsuko (93) June 11, 2022
Hikida, Hideo Harry (90) July 4, 2022
August 2022 - September 2022
6 Shotsuki Hoyo Service via Zoom 10:00am : 3 Shotsuki Hoyo Service via Zoom 10:00am
7 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am : 4 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am
BWA (In-Person & Zoom) 11:15am BWA (In-Person & Zoom) 11:15am
13 Obon Bento Drive-thru Pick Up 12noon - 4:00pm : 5 Labor Day—Temple Closed
14 Obon/Hatsubon Hoyo (In-Person & Zoom)  10:00am : 6 Tuesday Social 9:30am
Taiko Performance 4:30pm : 9GS Troop 4345 mtg 7:00pm
Obon Dance 5:00pm : 11 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am
16 Meinichiko Service via Zoom 7:00am : Hui Aikane mtg via Zoom 1:00pm
Tuesday Social 9:30am | 16 Meinichiko Service 7:00am
21 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am Jodo Shinshu 101 for Young Adults w/ Rev. John (Zoom)
ABA mtg via Zoom 11:30am : 7:00pm
Wisteria Chugakko Wrap-Up Mtg 1:30pm : 17 Fall Ohigan Seminar (In-Person & Zoom) w/Rev. Wondra
22 Megumi Deadline for September 2022 Japanese session: 9:30am, English Session: 1:00pm
23 Tuesday Social 9:30am : 18 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am
28 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am Ohigan Hoyo w/Rev. Mutsumi Wondra
Dharma School Mtg & Luncheon 11:00am ©  ABA mtg via Zoom 11:30am
30 Tuesday Social 9:30am : 19 Megumi Deadline for October 2022
- 20 Tuesday Social 9:30am
. - 23 GS Troop 4345 mt 7:00pm
<Regular Activities> . BEC Study Class \?ia Zoom 7:00pm
2nd & 4th Mondays, Community Project Group ~ 10:00am : 24 GBC Board mtg 2:00pm
Wednesdays, Ikenobo lkebana 2:00pm : 25 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am

Sundays, Isami Taiko Practice 11:00am 27 Tuesday Social 9:30am
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OBON 2022

IZZZIITITITIZ
pa (LOXU=JOLO)

JaN

O Vs ™
W ) O
v ’w,‘

IT'S ALMOST HERE!! Are you all as excited as we are?!! We hope so.

After months of planning, Obon 2022 is just around the corner....August 13 is the Bento pick up
and August 14 is Obon/Hatsubon Service and Obon Odori.

The “Taste of Obon” Bentos will bring back the delicious, favorite foods that we all have missed
these past 2 years. We would like to share some information regarding the bento pick up.....we will
be notifying those people who sent their orders in regarding the pick up time. We are trying our
best to assign either your 1st or 2nd choice for your pick up time. We will notify you of your pick
up time either by email or phone. If you do not receive a pick up time by August 8, please email
obon@gardenabuddhistchurch.org or call the church office and someone will return your call. If
you ordered online, please come at the time you reserved for pick up. Thank you to everyone for
supporting our Bento sale and helping us reach our goal of 800!

Obon Service and Hatsubon service is a combined service that will take place at 10:00 am on
Sunday, August 14. If you cannot join us in person, we are planning to have the service so that you
may participate virtually. Please check the website for details on the service.

Obon Odori in the streets!!! We will be back on Halldale Avenue for Obon Odori. To start off the
evening festivities, Isami Taiko will be performing at 4:30 pm. Come on out and get into the beat
and listen to the pounding of the drums. We invite you to join our Obon Dance which will start at
5:00 pm. The beautiful Yagura will be in the center, and we will be dancing to many of your favorite
dances along with Kangie, a newly created Obon Dance for BCA by Nobuko Miyamoto. Zoom Obon
practices are scheduled for Tuesday, August 2nd and Thursday, August 4th from 7:00 — 8:30 pm.
The Zoom link will be posted on our Obon webpage (https:/www.gardenabuddhistchurch.org/
obon2022). Please remember to observe our entry screening protocols. Although the event will

be outside, we are expecting a large crowd and encourage everyone to wear a mask.

The raffle drawing will be conducted at the conclusion of the dancing.

Just a reminder that no food will be sold at our Obon Dance but come early and eat at one of our
great local restaurants.

We look forward to seeing everyone at Obon 2022.

Nadine Kakimoto and Sharyl Yamada-Oda “o o}
Obon Committee Co-Chairs i
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@?21\ Wisteria Chugakko Reverend John Iwohara, Headmaster

Charlene Hirotsu, Principal

Our 2022 Wisteria Chugakko has ended with much success

The 2022 Wisteria Chugakko Summer Session began on Monday, June 20 and concluded on
Wednesday, July 13, 2022 with a Culmination Bento and Program. The Culmination Program was
a huge success. 160 guests in total attended the event that highlighted the accomplishments of
our 23 Wisteria Chugakko students. Parents and Guests were amazed by the amount of learning
and excitement their children displayed in our 3 %2 weeks of Wisteria Chugakko.

Rev. John and | were very pleased with the friendships that were created from the very first day

of school by our students as demonstrated by our Icebreaker activity. It was a combination of
our 7th grade, 8th grade and Wisteria Leadership Program students. With each day, the bonds
became stronger and the compassion they demonstrated towards each other grew. We attribute
at least a part of that to the safe environment that our teachers and staff helped to create
throughout the program. The bonds created by our students also helped to create the optimal
learning environment for the students. With our incredible 42 staff members, the students were
exposed to an excellent curriculum of Buddhism, Jodo Shinshu, Japanese Culture and Life Skills.
Our staff wants to pass on to our younger generations any knowledge, skills and kindness that we
possess so they will become caring and productive young adults.

Here is a listing of notable events held as part of Wisteria Chugakko:

» Undokai at Mas Fukai Park on Friday, July 1, 2022: Students appreciated their opponents in
fun relays. The day was enjoyed by all.

» Field trip to the Japanese American National Museum: We took this trip together to
participate in the Democracy Forum Interactive Workshop. Our students were able to
present their thoughts to the entire group. We viewed the documentary from 9066 to 9/11.
The reflections of our students were truly amazing. We ended our day in small adult-led
walking groups with a scavenger hunt in Little Tokyo.

» Incarceree presentations: Former incarcerees of the World War Il camps came to speak to
our students about the Japanese American experience during World War Il. We were very
proud of the interest, questions
and compassion shown by our
students.

» Culmination Bento and Program:
Our 42 staff members and 23
students were very proud of our
program with attendance and
support from all of our families.

We would like to thank the Gardena
Buddhist Church for your support
throughout the program and for the use
of our church facilities during the 2022
Wisteria Chugakko Summer Program.
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From GBC Board Chairperson

“Wisteria Chugakko 2022"

Alan Miwa ¢4 4056 of you who may not know, our church sponsors an annual Middle
School Summer program called Wisteria Chugakko. The program offers a variety of religious and
cultural classes for those students who will be entering the 7th and 8th grades in the upcoming
year.

According to Rev John, he had been advocating such a program for a long time, even before he
came to Gardena. In 2016, he met with Charlene Hirotsu, a retired middle school principal, and
the two of them started designing this program. It's targeted to dovetail and not compete with
the Senshin Saisho Dojo (1st to 6th grades). The first three volunteers were from our ABA group,
tentative but ready to learn. This is to be commended.

In 2018, the inaugural year of the program, 19 students participated. The program continued in
2019 with 25 students, and then Covid struck in 2020 and the program planning was suspended.
The program restarted in 2021 with a virtual online program, Wisteria Buds. In 2022, the program
returned to in-person on the property classes utilizing the church’s Covid protocols.

The curriculum changes year to year based on the volunteers and the subjects they feel
comfortable teaching with curriculum guidelines. These volunteers come from all over. The
majority of the teaching staff come from the various organizations at Gardena Buddhist Church,
ABA, Dana Group, Hui Aikane, and BWA, and now from Japanese Language School. We also
have volunteers from OCBC, Higashi and Venice. Some of these volunteers have been or are

a parent or grandparent of the students from the cities of Redondo Beach, Alhambra and Seal
Beach.

This year’s program just ended on July 13. | was able to serve as the primary photographer/

videographer this year and enjoyed spending 17 days with these remarkable students, their
teachers, and the support staff.

Teachers ~ | We are very fortunate to be able

Alan Kita Jane Nakamoto

. 5 to offer this program. If you

Jeanne Yamanaka
Joanne Hirotsu

' know of any 7th and 8th graders

Rev. John Iwohara
su  John Tsuruta

e wonremn e | Who might be interested or if you
SR voeccese | have an interest in volunteering,
Eri Iwohara Nadine Kakimoto for our Inaugural Year, 2018

@ acacemic experience, an I )
e oo e e e ) please contact Charlene
understanding of its students in in the following. content areas: Jzumi MiRamitani  Sean Iwohara H 1
N (? } Hirotsu at charlene.hirotsu@
N 7 gbcwisteriachugakko.org.

Wisteria Chugakko Daily Schedule

ccccccccc

Mission Statement

The Wisteria Chugakko (Middle
School) is established to enrich

order to develop academics and
a greater appreciation for the
potential and dignity of human
and all life.

shu)

From 91 or 110

© Exit West on Artesia
1517 W. 166th St. Right at Normandie
Gardena, CA 90247  * Leftat
chi

BEERRIEY oy, sune 25 - i . By the way, the beautiful Wisteria

S i : Chugakko logo was designed by
. Jean lwohara and the original
brochures by Mike Tani.

Church

Math Strategies

Obon Odorl

-~ Photography
Sewin

Shakyo (Copying Sulras)

Sumie (Japanese Brush Painting)
Taiko (Drumming)
Tea Ceremony.

1(310) 327-9400
Church will be on the right ‘wisteria.chugakko@gardenabuddhistchurch.org

Feno Lo e L1 ® 2018 Wisteria Chugakko Brochure
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OBON:

L5
'\-/ Sunday August 14, 2022

4:30 pm Taiko Performance
5:00 pm Dancing

Please look for updates on our website
regarding Obon Dance practice information.

PLEASE BE ADVISED WE WILL NOT BE
SELLING FOOD AT THIS EVENT.

We invite you to patronize our local
restaurants in Gardena.

1517 W. 166th Street Gardena, CA 90247
www.gardenabuddhistchurch.org

GBC MEGUMI August 2022
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with gratitude and appreciation.

August 2022

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
In this time of hardship, we truly appreciate your continued support!
The church acknowledges the following donations received from 06/26/22 - 07/25/2022

Hikida, Kiyoko
Hirata, Keiko
Kakimoto Family

Kikuno, Dennis
Kumeta, Yoko
Matsunaga, Loreen

Funeral/Makurakyo/Burial/Memorials

Murata, Jan
Nakamura, Alan
Tagawa, Hatsue

Uyemura, Glenn

Chin, David & Cindy
Ego & Tanaka

Endo, Carole
Enomoto, Tom

Gin, Sammy
Hayashi, Yoshiko
Imada, Brian
Imamoto, Eiko (2)
Inoda, Jeri

Ito, Hedy

Ito, Kenichi
Kawamoto, Dean (2)
Kawamoto, M/M

Shotsuki Hoyo Donations

Derrick

Kawase, Raymond &
Masako

Kita, Yoshimi (2)
Konishi, Yoshiko
Kuraoka, Sharon
Maesaki, Kazue
Mashiko, Jane
Masukawa, Yoko
Masumoto, Chiyoko
Matsuda, Mark
Mikami, Shirley
Mitsushima, Janice

Mizukami, T.
Mori, Doris
Morizumi, Tamie
Moromisato, Yasu
Nakashima, Diana
Ohara, M/M J.S.
Okamura, Lea
Otani, Keiko
Ouchi, Joyce
Sasaki, S.
Sayegusa, Fumie
Shinmoto, Yoko
Sueishi, Hatsumi

Sueoka, Yoshiharu
Tanaka,M.

Toma, Yuriko
Uyemura, Jean
Uyeno, Chris
Wada, Emi
Wakamoto, Grace
Wakamoto, John
Watanabe, Makoto
Yamada, M/M Edward
Yamashita, George
Yamashita, Rich
Yokoyama, Elaine

Anonymous
BCA Endowment
Foundation

Special Donations

Brian Mitsunaga Trust

Higashiyama, Gail

MUFG Union Bank
Nakaoka, Judith

Koyama, Tadao & Cynthia Nikkei Credit Union

Takashima, Debbie
Yamamoto, Fran
Yasaki, Chris & June

Obon Service

Amimoto, Myrna
Anonymous

Araki, Aileen

Fujii, M/M Rodney
Fujimoto, Fumie
Fujita, Teruko &
Fumiko

Haruma, Yaeko
Hirayama, M/M Ted
Ikemiya, Reiko
Imada, Imogene
Imamoto, Eiko
Iwamoto, Diane
Kato, M/M Isao
Maruyama, Kazuko
Maruyama, Phyllis

Matano, Flo
Mayetani, Raymond
Mitani, M/M Dave
Miwa, M/M Alan
Miwa, Yoshiko
Miyamoto, Mitsuko
Morimoto, Lily
Morioka, M/M Dennis

Munekata Wilhelm, Sheri

Nakakura, M/M Ken
Nakamoto, David
Nakamura, L.
Nakao, Harumi
Nakatani, M/M David
Nakatsu, M/M Wayne
Nishihira, M/M Joe

Nishimura, M/M Ross
Noguchi, M/M Steve

Okada, George
Otani, Keiko
Ouchi, Joyce
Sasaki, M/M Tom
Sayegusa, Fumie
Seino, M/M Toshiyuki
Shibata, Reiko
Sumi, Hiroko
Suya, M/M Chris
Takao, Dianne
Takao, Tamiko
Takata, M/M Daryl

Takemoto, D/M Ronald
Tamura, Mary

Tenpo, Helen

Terao, Ernie & Ellen
Toma, Yuriko

Tsuge, M/M Mike
Uyemura, Chris
Uyemura, M/M David
Yamada, M/M Edward
Yamane, Judy

Yick, Amy

Yoshida, Suzanne
Yoshiyama, Rose
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Hatsubon Service

Ferreri, Sandy Kurahashi, Gay Mizukami, Tomoko Yamane, Judy
Kawamura, Mikiko Miwa, M/M Alan Namba, Reiko

Kubota, M/M Neil Miwa, Yoshiko Sanada, Donna

Eitaikyo Fund

Morita, Terue

Nokotsudo

Masaji & Kiyoko Mitsunaga Memorial Fund

GBC Membership Dues for 2022 (received from 6/26 - 07/25)

Kurashima, Sharon Suya, Chris Suya, Susan

Osaisen
Nakakura, M/M Ken

General Donation/ Miscellaneous

Kizuna Marukai Corporation

@EWisteria Chugakko

£ \

. “ : - S % &
Students performed Taiko at Culmination Program

Megumi Deadline is Monday, August 22, 2022
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You shop. Amazon gives.
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