Gardena Buddhist Church

GARDENA BUDDHIST CHURCH
1517 W. 166th Street, Gardena, CA 90247

E-Mail: info@gardenabuddhistchurch.org
Rev. John Iwohara

October 2023 - : ‘ VolueLINo.lO

llAnger"

Y Anger is one of the three  anger surrounding us.
poisons of Buddhism. The
other two are Greed and
Stupidity. As with most
lists in Buddhism, there

is a specific order. The
order of the three poisons
is given as Greed, Anger,
and Stupidity. For our age,
which seems to have a penchant for acronyms,
this order is quite convenient. Having the three
poisons ordered in this way allows for the
creation of the acronym GAS' . This acronym,

by happenstance, is also both illustrative

and instructive. It is illustrative because we
understand what happens when we get gas. It

is instructive because we understand that gasis Anger breeds anger. You can see it in how
not just a personal discomfort, but one that also aggressive people drive on the roads, or how

eventually affects everyone around the person  impatient we are with each other. It is no
with gas as well. wonder why the Buddha called anger a poison.

It is a poison so powerful that it can make a
body as large as a community, a nation, or even
the world sick. Unfortunately, poison works
quicker on smaller bodies. If the poison of
anger can make the world sick, then it obviously

Anger is obvious in times of war, and we hear
plenty of stories about war and the potential
for even more. We also hear about people who
have gotten so frustrated and angry that they
lash out and commit heinous crimes. Then we
begin to hear the fighting about how and why
the person did what they did and why the “other
side” is so wrong. We see anger demonstrated
for us in our public “discourse.” It is found
everywhere in our national, state and local
politics. Everyone is so mad at everyone who
isn’t part of their group, their side, or who shares
similar if not identical ideas that it seems no
one really talks to anyone any more.

Rev. John Iwohara

However, with this article | would like to focus
on the poison of anger. | wanted to focus on this
because, it seems to me, that we are currently
living in a time where there is just so much

1 Although there is no literature to identify has the power to kill a person, a family, a

who came up with the acronym, I first heard it used temple, and even a community before anyone
by Rev. Kanya Okamoto who, at the time, was also even has a chance to notice what is going on.
explaining the circumstances that existed when they

came up with the acronym. (Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

How do we keep anger from overwhelming us?
Shinran Shonin, in a letter, once answered:

There was a time for each of you when you
knew nothing of Amida’s Vow and did not say
the Name of Amida Buddha, but now, guided
by the compassionate means of Sakyamuni
and Amida, you have begun to hear the Vow.
Formerly you were drunk with the wine of
ignorance and had a liking only for the three
poisons of greed, anger, and folly? , but
since you have begun to hear the Buddha’s
Vow you have gradually awakened from
the drunkenness of ignorance, gradually
rejected the three poisons, and come to
prefer at all times the medicine of Amida
Buddha. [Collected Works of Shinran, p. 553]

Clearly, this is a religious answer. Part of the
benefit of being associated with a religious
tradition is that these kinds of answers can
and do make sense. These words can help a
person understand their situation more deeply
and completely. Through that understanding,
the motivation and momentum to make positive
change is created. To use Shinran Shonin’s
analogy, because we have been made aware
of the poison, we are motivated to and move
towards stop drinking the poison.

Religious traditions also have the energy

and the ability to create communities. The
advantage of being associated with a religious
community is that with a community you now
have a whole body of people reminding you of
and supporting you in your religious tradition. It
is a community that can find strength in having
a profound history of met and overcome human
struggles. Unfortunately, there are times when
even the entirety of a religious community can

2 Translated as “stupidity” above.
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falter. If, on the other hand, the tradition is
strong enough it will learn from its mistakes,
and reconnect with its truth. Through this
re-connection, a deeper understanding of the
intent of the tradition, a recommitment to the
tradition, and the strength to overcome even
that struggle can be gained. In other words,
positive change becomes possible.

From the Jodo Shinshu point of view, it begins
with the acknowledgment that we knew
nothing before, and because of that we were
blindly drinking poison. However, because of
the Enlightened activity of the Buddhas we
have learned about the poison, refrain as best
we can from taking more poison, and instead
take to the medicine of Namo Amida Butsu
provided us. Hopefully, in reminding ourselves
about the poison of anger, we can pause from
contributing more poison to the collective
body. As Sakyamuni Buddha is quoted as once
having said:

Hatred is never appeased by hatred

in this world. By non-hatred alone is
hatred appeased. This is a law eternal.
[Dhammapada #5]

T Sympatty

We extend our deepest sympathies to the families of the following who have left our
world to be One with Amida Buddha. Namo Amida Butsu.

Nakaoka, Setsumi (94)

September 3, 2023
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TUESDAY SOCIAL

After a few breaks in our schedule, we are now back to regular gatherings.

Please continue to come on Tuesdays to socialize with fellow church members
and friends. Every Tuesday 9:30 — 11:30am. We play games, puzzles, bingo,
refreshments, and just enjoy each other's company. Hope to see you on Tuesdays.

J Ro YBA (Jr. Young Buddhist Association)

This month, we hosted our Southern District Conference “Clue: Dharma Edition”.

Our two day conference was held on September 2-3 and was hosted along with Nishi’'s Jr. YBA.
We had a successful turn out. We had 94 Jr. YBA attendees and 50 plus advisors and chaperons
from 13 different temples from as far as San Diego and Arizona.

We lead 3 workshops discussing Buddhist concepts relating to social media and peer pressure. In

each workshop, the Jr Y members enjoyed a fun activity followed by a discussion. At the end of
the day, we had a dance and overnight hotel stay.

We'd like to make a special thanks to the GBC BWA for making our lunch! We appreciate
everyone's support at the GBC in helping us host a successful conference!
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Happenings:

<> We welcomed two new members to the BWA: Amy Kato and Shawna Tanaka. We're
excited to have you join us! They will report to Toban Group B.

<{> 2023 BWA Japanese seminar sponsored by the GBC BEC has been postponed until next
year. More details to follow.

<> GBC 100th anniversary gift to the temple: The stove in the social hall may be fixable, in
which case we are considering to replace the onaijin uchishiki. Kathy Hori will confer with
Rev. Iwohara to research this topic.

<> GBC BWA 100th anniversary event planning (Feb, 2026). We've decided to have a special
service, luncheon and a gift for our members. Forming a committee to start planning for
the event: Imogene Imada, Kathy Hori, Chizuko Morimoto, Julie Miyata, Amy Kato, Shawna
Tanaka. Any other interested member, please let us know!

<> September 2nd - SD Jr. YBA Conference curry lunch. Thank you to all the members who
came out to prep the ingredients on Friday, 9/1 in the morning, and for coming out on
Saturday, 9/2 to cook and prepare the curry. We made enough to feed 150 people and
heard positive feedback from the Jr YBL members.

<> September 9th, Saturday — Tea Lunch for our members. We had a good gathering of 21
members (including Rev. John lwohara, Rev. Nobuo Miyaji and Rev. Yoshiko Miyaji). We
were so happy to see everyone turn out for this fun and social lunch event. We hope
everyone had an enjoyable time at Chado Tea Room in old Torrance.

<> September 16th, Saturday — Fall Ohigan Seminar with guest speaker Rinban Ito from
Higashi. Thank you to D/e Gumi, who prepared refreshments for the Japanese morning
session.

<> September 17th, Sunday - Fall Ohigan Otoki. Ohagi prep: 5:00am rice start for D/e gumi,
6:00am. Thank you to all the members who came out to help.

<> September 24th, Sunday — BWA Birthday Party. This year we're celebrating the birthdays
of: Tamie Kikuno, Kazuko Maruyama, Yoko Okumoto, Saeko Oyama and Sae Takahashi.
Service in the Hondo will be from 11:00am, then lunch from 12:30 at Ise-Shima at the
Miyako Hybrid Hotel. Cost of the lunch will be $12.00 for BWA members and $20.00 for
non-members. Birthday celebrants and invited guests are free.

<> October 8th, Sunday — Lady Eshinni/Kakushinni Service. Chairperson: Kathy Hori. Osonae
will be prepared by E gumi. Thank you to our members who volunteered to help collect
the Special donation at this service: Charlene Sakatani, Naomi Mekaru, Aya Motoyasu,
Charlene Hirotsu.

<> October 8th, Sunday- BWA Memorial Service — hybrid format from 11:30am. Decedents
we are remembering: Eleanor Sumiko Uyehara, Peggy Tsuruta, Chieko Sonoyama, Teruko
Hashima. Service will be followed by a lunch at Sea Empress Restaurant.

<> Sushi-making class for BWA members. In order to practice rolling and hone our skills, we'll
have our first class on Saturday, October 28th at 10:00AM.

(Continued on page 5)
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. _______________________________________________________________________|
(Continued from page 4)

0 YABA - We plan to invite the YABA to join us at our 2nd sushi making session, possibly
in 2024.

Announcements:

September 24th (Sunday) Coordinating Council Meeting 11:30. Julie/Imogene will attend
October 1st (Sunday) - October Meeting 11:15am (hybrid). E/a Gumi

October 5th (Thursday) — PIF Meeting 7pm (Julie & Imogene will attend)

October 7th (Saturday) — Shotsuki Hoyo via our website

October 16th (Monday) — Meinichiko Service

October 22nd (Sunday) — Coordinating Council Meeting 11:30. Julie/Imogene will attend
November 5th (Sunday) November Meeting 11:15am (hybrid). A/b Gumi

BWA Appreciation:

<> Special Donation Kathy Hori Kazuko Maruyama Chizuko Morimoto
Charlene Sakatani Laurie Sugita

ABA NeWS (Adult Buddhist Association)

nw n u . n u n M %m ,
Thank you.” “Arigato.” “Mahalo”. Words cannot fully express our gratitude to ot
everyone who came out to support our Bingo Night on September 30. All of the ! #‘
e

proceeds are going to the Lahaina Hongwanji Relief Fund. Let us continue to
support the people of Lahaina.

At the October meeting, we will be taking nominations for the 2024 ABA cabinet. What position
would you like as a way to support all that ABA does?

The next meeting will be a hybrid ZOOM meeting on Sunday, October 15 at 11:30am.

(L )
Summer has come and gone. Happy Fall y'all. Thank you to the ABA and YABA

jd= Members for planning and organizing this year's Bingo night. It was wonderful to see
- everyone that attended.

Our next meeting and potluck luncheon is scheduled for Saturday, October 14th 11:30
am-1:00 pm in the Social Hall. We are planning to discuss future Hui Aikane activities and enjoy
each other's company. More information regarding our potluck luncheon meeting will follow either
by mail or email. Please join us.

New members are welcome to attend! Hawaiian ancestry is optional!

PS A kindly reminder. If you have received an invite to join the Hui Aikanes’ Google group, please
accept it as this will allow Charlene to put everyone’'s email address in a single group name. If you
have already accepted the invitation, thank you very much!
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@ana groulp FOR ALL YOUR #ELP...

| YARD SALE A\
The Country Store Yard Sale which was held on Saturday, SUCCESS \g\)o
September 9th was successful because of all the '\\\ "

volunteers who worked so hard to sort and price the sale £l
items for the past several months as well as the volunteers
who showed up on Saturday to set up, sell and clean up.

There was so much going on and so many people to
thank that we couldn’t even begin to name them, but this
is just the initial note of thanks to make the deadline for
the October Megumi. Watch for part 2 of this article in the
November Megumi.

Maui Wildfire Disaster Relief

To our Sangha at the Gardena Buddhist Church. On August 10, 2023, a wildfire in Maui, Hawai'i
destroyed the town of Lahaina, including the Lahaina Hongwanji Mission. By the time you read
this, the fires on Maui will have been extinguished but the damage caused by them will remain for
years to come.

People can go to the Honpa Hongwaniji Mission of Hawaii site for ways to give.
https://hongwanjihawaii.com/

Also, in response to the fire that has devastated Maui, the BCA has put in place the following
disaster relief effort to help support our Dharma friends in Hawaii through our BCA Social Welfare
Committee:

Here is how you can help:

1. Donations can be made on-line through: https://bca.kindful.com/

2. Donations can also be made by check. Please make check payable to: BCA Endowment
Foundation (Please note on memo line: MAUI RELIEF)

3. Mail checks to: BCA Endowment Foundation - 2140 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704

A donation link can also be found on our church website.

Finally, net proceeds from the September 30th ABA/YABA
Bingo Fund Raiser will be donated to help the Honpa Hongwaniji
Mission of Hawaii.

Your support of our Dharma friends in Hawaii is greatly
appreciated.

Thank you,
The Gardena Buddhist Church Board

Board Meeting: Wednesday, October 18 at 7PM

Via Zoom
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Charlene Hirotsu, Principal

(@\5 Wisteria Chugakko Reverend John Iwohara, Headmaster
Y 2 ; f

Please sign up and join us for the 2024 summer session.

2024 Wisteria Chugakko Summer Session
Student Interest Form for Grades 7, 8 and 9
Monday, June 17 through Wednesday, July 10, 2024
charlene hirotsu@gbcwisteriachugakko.org

Gardena Buddhist Church

1o Wisteria Chugakko g
1517 w. 166" st. y
Cog ! Gardena, CA. 90247 ¢ Ba

A (310) 327-9400

+ wisteria.chugakko@gardenabuddhistchurch.org

Gardena Buddhist Church Wisteria Chugakko Summer Program

Reverend John lwohara, Gardena Buddhist Church Resident Minister, Headmaster
Charlene Hirotsu, Wisteria Chugakko Principal

Student Interest Form
June 17 - July 10, 2024

| am interested in registering for Wisteria Chugakko for the Summer of 2024.
| will be in the Tth, 8th or 9th grade in the Fall of 2024.

Student's Last Name Student's First Name Student's Gender Pronoun Preference
Student's Date of Birth Student's Grade in Fall 2024 Student's School District
Father's Last Name Father's First Name Father's Cell Number
Mother's Last Name Mother's First Name Mother's Cell Number
Father's Email Address Mother's Email Address Buddhist Church Affiliation
(Gardena, Senshin etc.)
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YA BA (Young Adult Buddhist Association)

e
JOIN YABA

YOUNG ADULT BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION
"‘ o

: e -
hak
S \&V o ‘
Join the community of young adults (or the

young at heart) with social, religious anad
community service activities!

. N

0

For more info contact us at yabaegardenabuddhistchurch.org

Join the Band Group
here for updates:
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In this time of hardship, we truly appreciate your continued support!

The church acknowledges the following donations received from 8/17/23 - 9/11/2023
with gratitude and appreciation.

Funeral/Makurakyo/Burial/Memorial Services

Fujihara Family Shimohara, Evelyn Yamauchi, Masakazu

Morimoto, Seiji

Taguchi, Susan

Awane, Alan
Endo, Carole
Fujioki, Ruby
Giovinazzo, Akemi
Hackett, Janice
Inose, M/M Ken (2)
Inouye, Juliann
Iwata, Amy
Keherly, Michael

Shotsuki Hoyo Donations

Komatsu, Janet
Landry, Sharon
Maeda, Stacy
Mashiko, Jane
Muraoka, Mutsuko
Nakamura, Debbie
Nakatani, Dennis
Nakatani, M/M David
Osa, Susan

Ronne, M/M Robert
Shimohara, Arthur
Taguchi, Susan (2)
Takeichi, Hisao
Tanaka, Orian
Tanamachi, Linda
Taniguchi, Maile
Teraji, Lori

Terao, Ellen

Toma, Y.

Uwahori, Sadae
Yamagishi, Joyce
Yamauchi, Masakazu
Yanagihara, Dale
Yokota, M/M James

Hori, Kathy
lkeda, Tamotsu
Inose, M/M Ken
Komatsu, J.A.
Maesaki, Kazue

Fall Ohigan Service

Fujita, Teruko & Fumiko matano, Flo

Mayemura, Louise
Mitani, M/M David

Morioka, M/M Dennis (2)

Motoyasu, Steve
Nakakura, M/M Ken

Nakamoto, M/M David
Nakamura, Johnny
Nakatani, M/M David
Ouchi, Joyce
Shimizu, Mitzi
Takata, M/M Sam

Toyoaki, M/M Shiro
Tsukamoto, W.
Watanabe, Donald
Wilhelm, Sheri
Yamane, M/M Dick
Yuki, Wallace

Obon Service

Iwamoto, Dianne

Shigemitsu, M/M Tom

Tomiyoshi, Ruby

Higuchi, Carolyn

Special Donations

Brian Mitsunaga Trust (2) Masuyama, Barbara

Toma, Y.

Yoshiba, Yoshie

Higuchi, Terence
Higuchi, Tracy

Iwanaka, Traci
Kishimoto, Eric

Nakayama, Wayne
Nakayama, Janice

2023 GBC Membership Dues (Received: 8/21/2023 - 9/11/2023)

Eitaikyo Fund

Nakata, Ray & Pat
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Nokotsudo Donation

Anonymous Torichigai, Sandra

General Donation/Facility Use/ Miscellaneous

Kobayashi, lzumi

% Eshin-ni/Kakushin-ni Memorial Service
. Sunday, October 8, 2023 at 9:30am

*  Eitaikyo Perpetual Memorial Service
Sunday, November 19, 2023 at 9:30am
Guest Speaker: Rev. Seigen Yamaoka

October 2023 November 2023
1 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am : 2 Pass It Forward mtg via Zoom 7:00pm
BWA mtg (In-Person & Zoom) 11:15am : 3 Jodo Shinshu 101 for Young Adults w/Rev. Iwohara 7:00pm
4 Dharma School Teacher’s mtg via Zoom 7:00pm : 4 Shotsuki Hoyo via Zoom 10:00am
5 Pass It Forward mtg via Zoom 7:00pm i 5 Daylight Saving Time ends
7 Shotsuki Hoyo via Zoom 10:00am Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am
8 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am BWA Hybrid mtg 11:15am
Eshin-ni/Kakushin-ni Memorial Service 8 General Membership SVC and Mtg
BWA Members Memorial Service 11:00am : 10 Temple Closed—\Veteran’s Day
BWA Memorial Luncheon 12:30pm : 11 Temple Closed--Veteran’s Day
9 2023 Obon mtg via Zoom 7:00pm PIF Udon Sale & Bingo
13 GS Troop 4345 mtg/overnight stay 12 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am
14 Hui Aikanes Potluck Lunch & Meeting 12:00pm : 15 GBC Board Mtg via Zoom 7:00pm
15 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am : 16 Meinichiko service via Zoom 7:00am
ABA mtg (In-Person & Zoom) 11:30am : 19 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am
16 Meinichiko service via Zoom 7:00am Eitaikyo Hoyo Service
Megumi Deadline ABA mtg (In-Person & Zoom) 11:30am
18 GBC Board Mtg via Zoom 7:00pm Hui Aikane Installation 11:30am
20 Jodo Shinshu 101 for Young Adults w/Rev. lwohara 7:00pm @ 20 Megumi Deadline
22 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am : 22 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am
Coordinating Council mtg (In-person & Zoom)11:30am : 23-24 Temple Closed—Thanksgiving Holiday
23 Megumi Deadline for November 26 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom)
20 GBC Board mtg via Zoom 7:00pm Coordinating Council mtg (In-person & Zoom)11:30am
26 Centennial Gen Ops mtg via Zoom 7:30pm
29 Sunday Service (In-Person & Zoom) 9:30am
<Regular Activities> Wednesday: Ikenobo/lkebana Class @2pm 3/month
Sunday: Isami Taiko Practice @11:15am weekly Thursday (or Saturday)  Tea Ceremony Class @9:30am
Monday: 2nd & 4th Community Projects @9:30am 1st & 3rd Boy Scout Troop 242 mtg @7pm
2nd & 4th Cub Pack 1230 mtg @6pm  Friday: 2nd & 4th Girl Scout Troop 4345 mtg @7pm
Tuesday: Tuesday Social @9:30am Weekly Saturday (or Thursday):  Tea Ceremony Class @9:30am
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